APPENDIX G
QUESTIONS OF FOREIGN POLICY
i. The Role of King Edward
though the contrary is still sometimes asserted, the historical evi-
dence seems overwhelming, that King Edward did not exercise over
British foreign policy during his reign the influence often popularly
attributed to him. Attributions, however, may have some impor-
tance, even when they are false; and that was the case here.
A well-known letter written by the late Lord Balfour to the late
Lord Lansdowne in January 1915 (Lord Newton, Lord Lansdowne 9
293) shows expressly what was the view of its author, and by in-
ference that of its recipient. It was that to attribute the policy of the
Entente to the king was ca piece of foolish gossip*, and that 'so far as
I remember, during the years which you and I were his ministers, he
never made an important suggestion of any sort on large questions of
policy'. From the king's accession in January 1901 till Balfour's
resignation on 4 December 1905 there was no question in foreign
policy which did not pass through the hands of one or both of
these two ministers; so that their testimony, even if it stood alone,
would be impressive. But it does not; all the documentary evidence
supports it. Messrs. Gooch and Temperley's second volume shows
the genesis of the Entente clearly enough. Itwas the work of Cambon
(primarily), Lansdowne, and Delcass6. King Edward only came in
as a late, though very useful, coadjutor in the task of winning over the
French people to a policy already embraced by French ministers.
Equally strong is the confirmation by British Documents of Lord
Balfour's wider proposition. Any one reading the king's rare and
brief minutes with an open mind must be struck by their relative
unimportance. Nor is it in the least surprising. One can see from
the volumes of Qyeen Victoria's Letters and from more than one in-
cident in Sir Sidney Lee's King Edward VII> how comparatively crude
his views on foreign policy were, how little he read, and of what naive
indiscretions he was capable. A single episode will illustrate the two
last points. In the first August of his reign he was to meet the Kaiser
at Homburg, and the foreign office furnished him with a highly con-
fidential brief, setting out the British view of various topics on which
the monarchs were expected to converse. The king—evidently with-
out taking the trouble to read it—actually handed this confidential
document over to the Kaiser. Fortunately no great harm was done,
as the points involved were not of first-class importance, and the
document was not uncomplimentary; but the incident speaks for itself.
The king's reputation as a diplomatist arose largely from his habit

